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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C,

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

sFe/

The Honerslle Hamer Ferguson
United Stetes Sennte
Vasliingten 25, D, C.

Dear Semator Fergusoni

Thank you for your letter of June 26th, relative to Larry S.
Davidow and the Russlan veterans’ organimatiom,

You yill remdeber that in my letter of Apdl 3rd I mentioned
our hepe of arrenglng a meeting in Detroit with Mr, Davidow, pre-
limingry to a fuwrther study of the utilizetion of the Rusaian
veterans' organiuaiion, eboui vhich you had written to Genersl
Bradley. In conpeguence of thot meeting, and of an additional
meeing with the New York heedquarters of the Pussian Wer Veterana
Asgaciztisn (to which Mr, Devidew referred us) we learned that a
simfer proposul te organize a somb:t umit of Russian expatriates
had elresdy been msce te Seeretmry of the Ammy Paceé by the
Apeaciation, The Department of the Army assures me thai thip
propossl is being given caoreful study,

8ince Mr, Devidow's rroposel is reloted only indirectly to
our primary mission of the collechion and evalustign of foreign
gee, apd gince the myiter is now under action consider—
a by the Depertwent of the Army, we do propose to take
any further sotion on it at tAis time.

| |hes already informed
Mr, Devidéw thal his proposel 1s being conaidered by the Depart-
ment of the Army rather than Yy the Central Intelligence Agency.

I appreciate yourimitdeiwe-dn bringing this matter to my
etfentlon, and-peur centlaied Jntepeet-in.dte.

| Sincerely,
» - 06/C - 3 July 51 e
WifIm - 5 July 51 ( f/luoo()
pigtribution: welter Bl Smith
B4jming Officials 2 Directer
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REMARKS: ©nm 5 March General Bradley forwarded to
DCI material from Sen. Homer Ferguson on a
Russian war veterans organization. The information
referred to one of Sen. Ferguson's constituents,
Mr. Larry S. Davidow from Detroit.

An interview with Mr. Davidow by]| | 25X1
25X1 [ developed the followin
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members of the White Imperial Army. Further,
Mr. Davidow referred the Contact Division repre-
senatative to the headquarters of the Association in
New York.

From the New York headquarters of the Assn'
we then learned that a duplicate proposal for the use
of these Russians already had been made to General
Donovan by Col. Serge Obolensky and that Donovan
in turn had made the proposal direct to Secretary
Pace. Contact Division then learned from G-2 that
the proposal was firmly in Army hands, and was
being studied by G-3 and the Psychological Warfare

Division. At the same time, both OPC and OSO evin-
ced complete lack of interest in utilizing the Russian

War Veterans Association. Consequently, Contact
Division informed Army that it would take no further
action on the Davidow/Obolensky proposal, and would
leave it entirely in Pentagon hands. The Division
then informed Mr. Davidow that the N.Y. head-
quarters of his Association already had established
contact with the Army, that the proposal was being
considered by Army, and that CIA would take no
further action. Mr. Davidow now has been told this
several times.

We assume that this latest attempt to prod
Sen. Ferguson into prodding CIA is merely another
evidence of the factionalism within the Russian War
Veterans Ass'n, and the fact that each clique dis-
trusts every other clique,

For your info, Army G-3 informs us it has no
interest in the Davidow/Obolensky proposal, but
hesitates to give Gen. Donovan a definite "'no'',

Your signature on the attached letter to Sen.
Ferguson is recommended.
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